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Travel Michigan funding agreed upon, GOP lawmakers 
announce 

 
LANSING — Legislative Republicans today announced an agreement over tourism marketing as part of 
a deal reached with the governor’s office to restore or advance transportation projects that will provide 
jobs and economic opportunities for many communities statewide. 
 
“Tourism makes up so much of the economic activity in northern Michigan, making it vitally important to 
the success of our region,” said Sen. Jason Allen, R-Traverse City. “I’m pleased to see this effort to 
strengthen tourism throughout the state and benefit us all.” 
 
As part of the deal, the state would spend $15 million over two years for tourism marketing by Travel 
Michigan, which is the state agency that promotes tourism.  
 
 “I’m really happy with the agreement that has come out between the House and Senate leadership and the 
administration in regards to tourism advertising dollars,” said Rep. Howard Walker, R-Traverse City. 
“The tourism industry is very critical to northern Michigan’s economy and I’m glad those funds are being 
made available sooner rather than later to increase our tourism trade and the resulting benefits that will be 
provided to our local economy and job market.” 
 
Rep. Tim Moore, who chairs the House subcommittee on tourism, agreed on the importance of the 
tourism to the state’s economy. 
 
“Based on the first few tourism subcommittee hearings we had earlier this month, it was obvious 
Michigan needs to make an investment in attracting people to come to our state,” said Moore, R-Farwell. 
“We certainly believe Michigan has a lot to offer our own residents and those of other states, but we need 
to increase our efforts of getting that message out. 
 
“Providing the bigger push in the shorter time will give a faster jumpstart to the tourism industry and the 
jobs it creates, which will help local and state economies.” 
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Gov. Jennifer Granholm added: 
 
 
“Today’s announcement is about driving job creation in Michigan and paving the way for growth all 
across our state,” Gov. Granholm said. “From going anywhere and doing anything to attract jobs to 
Michigan, to investing in the infrastructure that supports commerce, we have a targeted economic road 
map, and it’s moving Michigan in the right direction.”  
 
The projects include congestion relief, safety improvements, public transportation initiatives and 
recreational facilities. 
 
Lawmakers will implement the legislation needed for these projects in the next few weeks. 
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